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Judas Iscariot
( Passover Skit)

(Trasnlated by Konstantine Kardava)

" You brought me this man as the one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined
him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for
he sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. Therefore, | will
punish him and then release him", - Pontius Pilate was addressing the mob with a mighty voice and
casting a glance at pale Jesus, wearing the Crown of the Thorns and absorbed deep in thoughts.

He didn’t care about this judgement, as if it didn’t concern his life. He was looking downwards
with his gloomy eyes and praying to God to forgive his persecutors of their sin.

The throng, instigated by the Pharisees, was shouting in response to the prefect of Judea:

- He is a tempter!.. He corrupts and perverts peoplel.. He is against Caesar!..

- Listen to me, this man is innocent and all your tales are just aspersions and calumnies!..

-As it seems, you’re against the Roman Emperor too, as you try to release this insurgent ,

seeking the emperor’s throne!" - shouted high priests and pontiffs from the crowd. The crowd
took these words and they all shouted with one voice:

- Ha! You’re also against Caesar!.

Pilate was put out of countenance. He didn’t expect to be calumniated too. " - This crowd will use
any means to destroy a victimized man, - involuntarily thought scared Pilate, - And may be they will
overthrow me too. " Desperate Pilate bowed his head and lost hope to release Jesus.

- People! - Pilate suddenly raised his head after a short-term grief and appealed to the throng with
the joyful face, - The Holiday of Pesach is coming. According to our ancient tradition at the festival
a prisoner must be released. You know that now we have a well-known prisoner Barabbas - the
robber and murderer. Some days ago you mentioned his name with fear and terror. He spared
neither man, nor woman. He was even an infanticidist. Who do you want me to release to you :
Barabbas or this man?

- Release unto us Barabbas, Barabbas!.. - cried the crowd and this voice was heard as a far echo.

- Who?.. Barabbas?.. Just think, who are you asking to set free?.. - horrified Pilate asked the mob,
but the blinded crowd kept on shouting:

- Release unto us Barabbas, Barabbas!..



- Then tell me, what shall I do with this man, whom you call " the King of the Judeans "? - asked
them infuriated Pilate.

- Crucify him, crucify him!..

Pilate felt weak and took water.

- I am innocent of the blood of this just man: see ye to it!.. - Pilate washed his hands and whipped
Jesus, as a sign that everything was finished and they could take Jesus to Golgotha to be crucified.

- His blood be upon us and our children!.. - admiringly cried the crowd and surrounded Jesus in
order to beat him and bring him to Joseph Caiaphas.

- Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha!.. - Jesus heard this cruel, malicious laughter to the right side, when Pontius
Pilate sentenced him to death by crucifixion according to the mob’s demand.

Jesus knew this voice, which was much more offensive, than beating, flogging and lashing...

The laugh pierced his heart and he mercifully looked toward the side, from which this evil
laughter was heard.

Two evil eyes, blazing with the Satanic triumph, met Jesus’s gaze...

- Tempter, now if you can release yourself!.. - the blazing-eyed man shoot these words like
arrows toward Jesus. He was hiding behind the people’s backs, looking to Jesus with his glittering
eyes, as though he was bewaring of something...

Jesus didn’t take his eyes off him, looking steadily at him and wanted to say something, but he
just shook his head instead of talking and two shimmering tears hang upon the eyelashes to fall
down his pale cheeks.

- Haaa! - the man, standing on the opposite side, bent more, his snakish eyes flashed and he
wanted to spell triumphant laugh to the tears of Jesus. He opened his mouth and only loss “ha”
escaped him, since he couldn’t stand to look at Jesus’s eyes, and his evil laugh was broken. He
immediately covered his face with a veil and turned back.

- Puh, disgusting creature, how did he gaze at me?!. Why did | give a start?!. Ha! Ha! Ha! He
made me be silent like a child and turn back. It’s magical, truly magical... He enchanted Pilate
too... He tried to set Jesus free... He was also bewitched... Oh, Mary, Mary, how did that tempter
bewitch you and beguile your eyes in order to... to... But let him bewitch people now, when he is
crucified on a cross... Mary, then you’ll be convinced that he was just a disgusting liar... Oh, I was
so scared, when Pilate tried to release him... If he had set him free... No, it was just impossible!..
Even if celestial beings had come down from heaven to save him, they wouldn’t have taken him
away from Caiaphas... You have to die on the cross and you’ll die!.. - the veiled man was
mumbling and cleaving the throng to come to the edge...



The crowd was shouting. Their joy knew no bounds. Everyone tried to approach Jesus wearing
the Crown of Thorns to offend him and show resourcefulness to make the crowd laugh. Exhausted
Jesus was calmly going after the Roman legions, wending their way toward the Holy Temple, where
Caiaphas and other cassocked chief priests were waiting for him...

The crowd made the Roman legions stop several times. The houses along this street were full of
people of all ages. Legionaries were obliged to lash with a whip to cleave through the throng and
mend slightly their pace...

- Whom am | hiding from? What am | afraid of that | cover my face with the veil?! - proudly said
the veiled man, when he reached the throng’s edge and started to observe crowd moving from a free
place. With these words he tore the veil from his face and threw it far...

- It’s Judas, the pupil of Jesus, who betrayed his teacher. Now look how shamelessly he feasts his
eyes on the torture! - a young man showed another one Judas and joined the throng.

The second young man slowed down his pace and stared at him with a fixed gaze. Judas didn’t
stand this in-tent look, squirmed and turned his face away from him. The young man disdainfully
spat at him and went past.

When the first young man showed the second one him, it went through his hurt like a spear, and
the spitting pierced his heart.

- He betrayed his teacher for thirty pieces of silver, - said others and went before his very eyes...

- Thirty pieces of silver!l.. Who has given away this?! - mumbled he and immediately left the
street.

As he didn’t find his veil, he covered his head with his cloak and went almost running through the
street turns...

- The chief priests won’t be ungrateful. They will patronize me and make the mob be silent...
These people are ungrateful! They are glad because of the death of Jesus, but at the same time they
blame and condemn me. I’ve given them this joy and they’re spitting at me!.. " - talking Judas to
himself, tightly wrapping himself in a cloak.

He quickly ran across the streets. Nobody met him on his way. As soon as he reached the Temple
of Jerusa-lem, he entered the Great Hall.

The blue ceiling, studded with golden stars, was resting on seventy porphyry columns, covered
with pure gold. There were also golden oil lamps, girandoles and chandeliers. At first glance the
noble pontiffs, high priests and Pharisees, covered with gold mantles, were dazzling eyes. The same
thing occurred to Judas. He stopped at the door for a short time. As his eyes grew accustomed to the
bright light, he came before Caiaphas.

- Is there any news, Judas? - asked him Caiaphas. Judas was out of breath from running.

- Peace be upon you!.. Pilate sentenced Jesus to be crucified and now he’s being brought here.

- We know about this... Does this event make you glad, Judas?

- Yes, it makes me glad, but...

- But what?..

- I... People call me the betrayer...



- They don’t lie, do they?

- They claim that I had betrayed my teacher for thirty pieces of silver...

- It’s also truth, isn’t it?

- They spit on me in disgust... I can’t go out without a veil...

- What is that to us?... If you had not committed this shameful deed, nobody would scold you...

- What?! - cried Judas and his eyes blazed, - You must...

- We have done our duty. You received all thirty silver coins, didn’t you? - interrupted him
Caiaphas and ro-se.

- Take back your silver!.. - Judas threw thirty pieces of silver at the chief priests and gazed at
Caiaphas as though he called him out.

- Judas!.. Get away!..

- I will go to Pilate right now and tell him that you are going to shed innocent blood!

- It’s too late.

- Is this your gratitude, villains?! I gave you the strolling swindler, and you... It appears that you
are more stupid vagrant fools!.. - cried Judas and turned his back on them...

- Scoundrel, we will give what for... - cried Caiaphas and began panting. At this time other
priests were sha-king their heads with displeasure.

The pupils weren’t losing hope until the last minute. They thought that Jesus voluntarily yielded
himself into his enemies’ hands, nailed to the cross in order to make a powerful influence by a
sudden deliverance from this brutal torture. They thought that it was easy for Jesus to perform
miracle and appear as a King. But Jesus died. He was even buried and now...

Everything was over. The pupils were disappointed. They dispersed and didn’t trust people.
How could they imagine that Jesus, who had been living with them for three years and was never
noted to tell even one tiny lie, failed in his power?!. Their belief was shaken and at first they were
like walking dead men... And a great misfortune befell upon these unfortunate outcasts - the chief
priests commanded to take them prisoner. Now they couldn’t even get together and explain this
phenomenon to each other to exchange their ideas. They were at last obliged to seek asylums. Some
of them lived in the Judean Desert just like wild beasts, while others were hiding in Jerusalem, with
their relatives.

John the Apostle was also in the city and hiding in the house of Mary - a very pretty woman and
a follower of Jesus. Both were mourning for their orphanization and blaming heaven. Mary’s father
was comforting and consoling both...



A young man came at midnight and told that Caiaphas had learnt the presence of John and it
was possible for him to attack them at this night to take the Apostle as a prisoner. - It’s necessary
to run away, - added he, - in order to save yourself.

The young man and Mary’s father immediately took John out for new place to hide. Mary
locked the door from the inside and started to wait for her father.

- It’s time now! - joyfully shouted the cloaked man and knocked at the door.

- Who is this? - asked him Mary from behind the door.

- It’s me, open the door!..

- How can it be! Is it you?! How dare you come here, you damned?!

- Mary, Mary!.. Please don’t curse at me, open the door!.. I’'m also a...

- Go, go, you are a traitor, you are a betrayer!..

- Tell me Mary, whom did I betray?! It was not you! Now you saw that he was a liar and didn’t
deserve your love, but... Open to me the door and I will tell you everything in details. Let
everybody spit on me and hate me, except you!..

- Oh, you cursed creature!.. Be destroyed, don’t defile my home!..

- Mary, don’t hurt my feelings, please!

- Cursed be your feelings and you too!

- Open the door, or I will come by force and it will get worse! - wrathfully cried Judas and
started shaking the door.

- Don’t you dare, or my sword will pierce your heart, as soon as you cross the threshold!..

- We’ll see it, - shouted Judas, shaking the door more brutally.

- Villain!.. Cursed be thy name and let every nation mention it loathfully throughout all ages!..

- Aaal.. - clamoured Judas out of doors and sprang back, - What are you doing here?!

Judas was bawling and running. Amazed Mary didn’t know how to explain Judas’s flight and
yell.

v

- Tempter, liar!.. You were executed, you were crucified on a cross and a stone was rolled
against the en-trance of your tomb?!. - he attacked Jesus, who appeared to him at twilight with an
exhausted look. He was slightly shaking his head. Two tears were twinkling in his eyes...

He was roaming about in the desert all day long. He bewared of everyone. He was going from
one place to another with the quickness of a gazelle. When dusk fell, he was going to go to Mary’s
house to rest his tortured soul next to her. Exactly at this time Jesus appeared to him.

- While you were still alive, your face was always interfering with me. Now you are dead, but
you don’t leave me even after death?! Why?.. You were buried yesterday, weren’t you?.. Get away
from me, you cursed, depart from mel.. - shouted Judas and unsheathed his sword.

- Get away from here or I will kill you again with this sword! - he attacked, taking steps towards
Jesus. But Jesus was glancing at him and slightly shaking his head. Two teardrops were sparkling in
the corners of his eyelids to fall on his cheeks.

- Oh, you cursed!.. - shouted he, firmly closing his eyes and threw his sword towards Jesus...
9



At evening the wan light was turned to darkness and everything was cloaked in gloom.

- Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a Kiss?! - Jesus’s mournful and merciful voice
reached Judas’s ears.

- What?! Ha, ha, ha, ha! - he opened his eyes wide and gazed around. He saw that there was no
man and be-gan to laugh boisterously.

- Judas, are you betraying the son of man with a kiss?! - he heard again the merciful and wistful
voice from the other side.

- Aaal.. You yellow-bellied coward!.. My sword scared you and now you’re surreptitiously
talking to me! - he spelled out the evil laugh and went to take a sword. He wanted to make this voice
vanish by throwing his sword, as he made Jesus’s face disappear...

- What do you want?! - Judas shouted pitifully and turned back so strongly that he almost fell
down.

Where was he running? - He didn’t even know it. He was running headlong and afraid of
glancing back. He wished he ran eternally and Jesus wouldn’t appear to him anymore.

But... Oh! He’s leaning against the tree trunk and not tearing his eyes away from him. It’s he...
It’s he...

- Ahl.. - a desperate yell escaped Judas’s lips.

He became weak at his knees and unconsciously prostrated himself on the ground...

- What you are about to do, do quickly! - these words sobered Judas up and brought him from
un-consciousness back to life.

- 1 did it quickly and even so quickly that you just didn’t expect... You wanted... You’re
looking from the bowels of the earth?! Ah?! You are beneath me!.. I will tear you to pieces!.. I've
lost my sword, but I will bite you, I will scratch you with my nails!.. - Judas started scratching the
ground with his teeth and nails. He was growling for a long time.

- Ha, I devoured you, didn’t I?!.

The ghost left him. Jesus disappeared. Judas got up and stood erect.

Dark, bloodied face and glowing eyes were giving Judas the horrible appearance...

Having stood up straight, Judas fixedly stared at the space...

- Mummy, mummy, why are you looking at me so cruelly?!. You are also turning me down,
aren’t you?! Ah! Ah! Ah!.. - he covered his eyes with the hem of his cloak, genuflected and began to
weep aloud...

- Believe in him, my son... He is Son of God! - answered him the ghost.

- How can it be?!. Do you also say this?!. So, you’re not my mother! If you rose from your
grave to tell me this, you’d better turn back and rest your weary bones. Get away, get away... -
crying over the ghost, he jumped to his feet and took some steps towards her.

The phantom disappeared. Judas also breathed freely. He thought that he would finally win, but
the voice heard unexpectedly:

- Judas, look where he is hiding! He betrayed his teacher and now he conceals himself.

10



- I’'m hiding!.. No... no! I’'m not hiding!.. I’'m not like other pupils to hide, I'm here!.. - cried he
and came forward.

- Other pupils suffer persecution and you, betrayer, aren’t scared!..

- Me?..

- But...

- But what?!

- You also will be crucified!..

- Ha, ha, ha!.. I will be crucified? No, it won’t happen!.

Suddenly he heard the sound of steps behind him, for which he trembled like a leaf and looked
towards the side, from which this voice had come.

- Judas, Judas, now there is nowhere you can hide!.. Ha, ha, ha!.. Aren’t you scared?!

- Me... me... thirty pieces of silver?!. No, no!.. I won’t let you crucify me! No, [ won’t die in
such a disgu-sting way!.. - Judas shouted to the crowd with hoarse voice and immediately climbed
up into the tree, and he threw the club towards the throng.

He immediately took off his belt, tied it to a branch of the tree, looped it and...

- Shrrrl.. - the tree stooped down and the leaves started rustling.

The birds woke up by this sudden rustling and directlessly flew over the Garden of Gethsemane.

The tree was shaking for a long time, branches were creaking and sometimes a wheeze was
heard.

At this time Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and other women with perfume, going
towards the Tomb of Jesus and talking calmly, passed by this tree, but they didn’t notice Judas’s
body hanging from the tree...

11
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