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Written after Swimming from Sestos to Abydos

If, in the month of dark December,
Leander, who was nightly wont
(What maid will not the tale remember?)

To cross thy stream, broad Hellespont!

If, when the wintry tempest roar’d,
He sped to Hero, nothing loth,
And thus of old thy current pour’d,
Fair Venus! how I pity both!

For me, degenerate modern wretch,

Though in the genial month of May,
My dripping limbs | faintly stretch,

And think I’ve done a feat to-day.

But since he cross’d the rapid tide,
According to the doubtful story,
To woo, — and — Lord knows what beside,

And swam for Love, as | for Glory;

"Twere hard to say who fared the best:
Sad mortals! thus the Gods still plague you!
He lost his labour, | my jest;

For he was drown’d, and I’ve the ague.
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The Lad From Tavparavani

A lad from Tavparavani,

Was loved by a maid of Aspindza.



He had a wide sea to cross,

But in no wise was he daunted.

The woman had lighted a candle;

The candle sent forth its beam.

A certain evil-souled crone

Plotted the young man’s destruction.
The taper that gleamed in the window
She snuffed out, to bring him to grief.
And said to herself as she did so:

“Did not this boy once love you?”

The young man cut through the waves,
His heart and lungs were not strained.
With one hand he held a millstone,
With the other he swam the sea.

From over the water a candle

Shed light to the other side;

By now the night had fallen,

A night dark as blackest pitch.

Wave pounded on wave

And strove to make the lad drown.

He lost his guide-beam, was confounded;
Before him a whirlpool roared ...

The morning dawned bright and cheery,
Bright as a gay maiden’s eyes.

The waters had drowned the young man.
He drifted ashore at Aspindza.

His red shirt of finest silk

Fluttered in the soft breeze;

An eagle perched on his corpse,

Tore at his heart and was sated.
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sbgoms, ol Jomy boggaro, Gmdgaro mogys@msgbol So@oosodm, (ol hdbwoare bssom by
J0gdomgmdl o @Egdog odogg bobgarl sBs@gdle. o8 @sfb by bomsbswmm  Jommons
3GmR. b xofosd, Godgands; vogobymol Bm3mbodoygmo @goemogdol gobmdol Fawgs o
obgo@ms swos@s @y fbdo Jmblybydmer LFmdm sgmaGsq0aar sabjdoe (9, 351-352). (3, 210)

Mm@ 3 doolydadg slggbol, @m@sdomn IJmEydoggl, GmIgalsE doMxggbs byero
05353909800 3Jmbs, domzbgbs Jmaosbsw msgolbygsgmo gdbgdmws, 39®dgoLals domxggbs
db@om 0y0 dd@og@om 0dbgdmws gosfmemomo mesdby, dgmeg msgolbygogmo bgmo o
sJBogde  gbps  gImdMsggdobs, gdoboggdobs, olyg, @md Fbodgmomn  [ob  Fofguemoym.
domzbgbs bgarol LYmmgo slgmo Lf®sgo Jbggs ©s Jog@ol s3md@oggds megyecsgbgemols
9JlTo  bosgdodmdom ool obsbymo, o3 Igdoe Jodxgy 3Mmgdgto mJdss: 3o
bgenom m@sdo Josdal, 3o bgmom bosgJodmows®. (5, 314)

50, sbig gosds@mans doolyg@dadolgyands 3gargged hggbo @Fdgbs 0dslmsb gogdoddo,
Omd S0 ,,0m5385M03bge  kodyzdo babds®o ogm olbgmo dbodgbgermbom, @mdgenoi
o0 o0gm s@{gdomo  Jodmygmo gbol aobdo®Egdomn @gdlogmbdo, ©s GmI LE®oJmbgdls
Jodol 3o bgmomn ©mesdo doodgl, @og bgmom  bosgdo®mdws” Jobsodlmd®ogow
0339090M©s 5@ JmbA®sl@o, sMsdgn msbbggo®s.

2 sbgods momJml 03 gogol bgedgdo Lobgemo ogm, Gmdgmoi ol gods 3bgodl gemdbws. o3
dposdo  3o3aol Lobgmo d9dwgy my@dy ol Lmggalsn ©@ogddgom, — godmagigdl boambydo
nJdgemgds. Lodfgbosdms, Gmd gl 53 Jodmga  Lobgel  ©sdobobxgdgmo  Lobom  sbdo@op
Fomdmm godgh o Fgdhgb gowgi (ob. gob. ,,0L306ds™ Ne28, 5. 111, 4. by@sdodgoemols LEs@os ,,3mEs
@53 bogbydo dogowol dgbabgd” s Ubg.).



Sbgmo  godmggarggol  gegpor,  Omdgaog  3@JHoggmer  podmggeggeols
3odmgagbss,  hggb  Iggobdgmgm  ,mogRoMogbgemo  dodygzolt  0bamoly®o  mo®adsbo,
Omdgaoloi  Jggdmm  gmogobmdm, o LopsE  Lmmsdo”  [o@dmgowyobgm,  @mama
“lifebelt” —  Lodggano @gmeo, 09dg  3mdgbds®do  sgzblgbom o3  3bgdol  Jodmygaro
Fo®dmdogenmds:

A Handsome Lad of Paravani

A handsome lad of Paravani

In love with a maid of Aspara

Was never daunted to mount huge waves
Across the sea to meet his lover.

The maid would always light a candle,

The candle shone as a small marvel.

An ugly crone of wicked soul

Intended evil for the couple.

She, when in fury, reached the casement,
Snuffed out the light to harm, to humble,
The wicked crone to her oft murmured:
You ever had the same lover.

By then the lad met billows high,

His breast heaved smoothly, had no trouble,
With one hand carried he a lifebelt®
And wafted the air with his other.

A single candle on one bank

Could well throw light on the other.

But moonless night came o’er the lake
With total darkness all to cover.

And wave on wave did pound him strongly
To swallow up, devour the lover.

He lost the ford, the storm was raging,
The toil for him became thus harder.
The morning broke so full of beauty
Like eyes of damsels fair that sparkle.
The lad was drowned, his lifeless body
Moved smoothly floating on the shallows.

® Georgian swimmers of that region used to produce a special wooden disk with a hole in the centre to put an arm
through it during swimming which served as a lifebelt and was called “dolabi” in Georgian.
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And near the shore of small Aspara
His crimson shirt did lonely flutter.
His loving heart, his poor young body

Were torn up gaily by a vulture.*

hgdgee  0byanoliy®  0moMadsbdo ,mognemsegbgmol smbsbodbogom gbdo®me  “of
Paravani”, @o@3  609bogl  go@ogobganl, @o@ash godas©  (3bmdogos, ®md  Fm3mbodo
»B0M53560% 090395, A3 BM3Mbodo ,,m5385M53560%, JomydgBgl, GmI gl gzobslgbgao
93bmdos  gobydBo  do@mbodgoaolomgols (3, 24, 41), Gmdgawoi GO0l Lobgmom  dggeo
Vgotmgddo 3bmdogn go@ogobls obligbogdl.

039l 253m3mdgedm, md  [obsdwgds®yg 3ydeogoios  dgdoamddo  obdomgdsls
3o9V93b  Lomoboswm  @gdbogma@oggol,  boeem  hggbo  ©sggodggds ©s  Lodygol
gJlogma®ogogemo  godmggamggol  godmaomgds  mo®adbol  3@m@Egldo 83 g@mo
dogoomom 5@ sdmo{y@gde.
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