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The Children of the Alley
(Review of the Georgian translation)
Summery

In 2014 the Georgian translation of the novel by the prominent Egyptian writer Naguib Mahfouz (1911-
2006) was issued. Translator of Awlad Haratina Prof. Dr. Maia Andronikashvili made a perfect translation of one
of the very important books in the contemporary Arabic Literature. The story recreates the interlinked history of
the three monotheistic Abrahamic religions (Judaism, Christianity and Islam). The novel was written in 1959 but it
was published in Cairo only in 2006. Its publication was forbidden according to the religious circles’ demand. The
problem was that they could not understand the allegorical character of “The Children of the Alley”. They did not
take into consideration that the allegorical reading was the only way to understand the text correctly. At the end of
the fifties allegory was an important innovation in the Arabic Literature. In the Article, besides the nature of the
imitative allegory of the novel, the Georgian translation is reviewed. The main topics are discussed. Thanks to the
excellent translator Awlad Haratina is now available for the Georgian readers. Through this novel they can
understand how the modern Egyptian author perceives the spiritual history of the mankind.
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