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Vakhtang Licheli, Nino Samsonia

Mesopotamian Seals from Igoeti -Grakliani settlement

The settlement and necropolis of Grakliani Hill are located in the Central Transcaucasia,
Georgia, on the territory of village Igoeti, on a hill, which dominates among two small rivers —
Lekhura and Tortla. In 2008 due to road extension works the salvage excavations took place on
the southern slope resulting an interesting discoveries. Lower level of the hill is located at 680
meters above the sea level; though upper unexcavated terraces and surface of the hill, rather open
place have a higher location at about 720-723 meters.
The excavations suggested that the site had been occupied between the Chalcolithic Age and the
Late Hellenistic Period.
Stratigraphy:

1. Chalcolithic period ( 7" mill. BC): stone hand axe, flint spearheads, sickle peaces, bone

drills. Several fragments of gray fabric pottery typical for chalkolitic age.

2. Early bronze age

Burial of various periods are discovered in the west of the southern slope of the hill the

earliest pit-burial dated to early Bronze Age was excavated. There were two persons interred

in it, with northward orientation. Both contain gray fabric long neck vessels at heads. No

other items are evidenced.

3. Early iron Age.
This period is better evidenced in the settlement as well as in necropolis.
Chronologically it dates from XI c. B.C. to 900 B.C. TI'll review one burial and one
architectural monument (see below).

4. Iron Age (beginning of I millennium)
The material of this period is rich in number and very functional. Approximately the
chronology of this period shall be VIII ¢ — beginning of VI c. B.C. The burials of this
period are located in the west of the settlement.
5. 450-350 c BC.

There are settlement and necropolis og this time on nGrakliani Hill.
Early iron Age burial (N6) was excavated on the lower terrace of the necropolis. It is a
pit-burial with oval planning and EW orientation. Two males were interred in the burial
with heads together, with crooked extremities, on the right, 65-69 and 55-59 of ages,
Burial items: three items were found at the head — a bronze spearhead a bronze pin,
bronze handle of bimetal dagger. A small pot placed near the neck of the right deceased,
a large tray under the back, and a two-handled narrow bottom pot was dug in the earth
under the feet of the deceased eastward to the tray.
Architectural remains:
Monumental altar discovered in the east of the settlement site dates to this period too.
Only the northern segment of the building in which it was located is preserved. The
building is traces of wood beams arranged horizontally are preserved. The walls were
plastered with thick clay. Similarly, the floor was trampled with the clay layer. Such
elaboration is not observed in other cases. Altar was located in the North-Western corner



of the building. Its location seems standard for bread ovens — for comparison we can cite
excavations on Treli hill, Narekvavi, Samtavro, and Khovle. houses. In its east side there
was an ash pit with a platform along the northern wall. The platform was used for placing
offerings. There were placed vessels of light fabric and different sizes on it; among them
are vessel with single handles, which is typical for Central part of Transcaucasus, gaves
good date — 1100 — 900 cc BC. One of these offering vessels contained a Mesopotamian
cylinder seal. The size of the seal are 5.2 cm in height, bottom diameter -2.8.sm, and
upper surface diameter is 1.6 cm); its iconography is identical to the cylinder seals of first
stage of glyptic art — the so called Uruk and Jemdet-Nasr, developed on the verge of IV-
11 mill. B.C in Mesopotamia from where it spread throughout Asia. Mesopotamian seals
of the mentioned period were discovered in south Mesopotamia and Dyala region, Syria,
different regions of Iran and Anatolia. It is to be mentioned that Uruk stamp seals were
basically discovered during excavations on the territory of temples. The temples were
frequently reconstructed losing their initial appearance. Supposedly the stamp seal was
sacrificed to the temple and was used rather as worship than a stamp seal.

Iconography of the mentioned stamp seal totally corresponds with ornamented samples of
the first stage of Glyptic art (3000-2800 B.C). The stamp seal shape (cylinder, with conic
sign — slightly narrowing upwards) and the material (fired clay) presuppose earlier date
(possibly Middle Uruk period). 1V group of Mesopotamian seals includes those stamp
seals with ornaments. Icons on seal discovered on Grakliani Hill are close to the
“Chevron” group . Image of Graakliani limestone cone-shape seal represent mythological
motives of ancient Mesopotamia. It depicts the “house of God” - Temple. which
according to Mesopotamian mythology, was irradiated, and its icons depicted rays. It
contains two items, presumably fish or two vases of different size related to ancient gods
of water. Similarly it can be an image of a bird or other living being that was a prevalent
motive on cone-shape or cylinder seals.

Grakliani conical seal, which is earliest seal on the territory of Transcaucasus, is a
typical example of pre-historic Mesopotamian conical seal of IV mill.BC, supported by
the form, material and icons of the seal. It is noteworthy that large amount of seals with
different decors dated to Late Bronze — Early Iron Age are discovered on the territory
settlement.



